
Testify by George Bernard Shaw: A
Comprehensive Analysis
Testify is a play by George Bernard Shaw that was first performed in 1906.
The play is set in a courtroom and follows the trial of a young woman who
is accused of murdering her husband. The play explores the themes of
justice, truth, and the nature of reality.

Plot Summary

The play opens with the jury being selected for the trial of Sarah Bernhardt,
who is accused of murdering her husband. The jury is made up of a diverse
group of people, including a doctor, a lawyer, a clergyman, and a
businessman. The trial begins with the prosecution presenting its case. The
prosecutor calls several witnesses, including Sarah's maid and her
husband's doctor. The witnesses testify that Sarah had a motive to kill her
husband, and that she had the opportunity to do so. The defense then calls
its witnesses, including Sarah herself. Sarah takes the stand and tells her
story of what happened on the night of her husband's death. She claims
that she was acting in self-defense, and that she did not intend to kill her
husband.
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The jury deliberates for several hours and eventually reaches a verdict of
not guilty. Sarah is acquitted of the charges and is released from prison.
The play ends with Sarah leaving the courtroom and starting a new life.

Themes

Testify explores several important themes, including:

Justice: The play raises questions about the nature of justice and how
it is achieved. The jury's verdict of not guilty is a controversial one, and
it raises questions about whether or not Sarah was truly guilty of her
husband's death. The play also explores the role of the media in
shaping public opinion and the way that it can influence the outcome of
a trial.

Truth: The play also explores the nature of truth and how it is
determined. The witnesses in the trial all give different accounts of
what happened on the night of Sarah's husband's death. It is up to the
jury to decide which account is the most credible and which witnesses
are telling the truth.

The nature of reality: The play also explores the nature of reality and
how it is perceived by different people. The witnesses in the trial all
have different perspectives on what happened on the night of Sarah's
husband's death. It is up to the jury to decide which perspective is the
most accurate and which witnesses are most reliable.

Characters
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Testify features a cast of complex and well-developed characters. The main
characters include:

Sarah Bernhardt: The protagonist of the play, Sarah is a young
woman who is accused of murdering her husband. She is a strong and
determined character, and she is determined to prove her innocence.
Sarah is a complex character, and she is both sympathetic and flawed.

The prosecutor: The prosecutor is a ruthless and ambitious man who
is determined to win his case. He is willing to use any means
necessary to convict Sarah, even if it means resorting to dirty tricks.
The prosecutor is a one-dimensional character, and he is meant to
represent the forces of evil in the world.

The defense attorney: The defense attorney is a brilliant and
compassionate man who is determined to defend Sarah to the best of
his ability. He believes in Sarah's innocence, and he is willing to do
whatever it takes to win her case. The defense attorney is a
sympathetic character, and he represents the forces of good in the
world.

The jury: The jury is made up of a diverse group of people who come
from all walks of life. They are all tasked with deciding Sarah's fate,
and they must weigh the evidence carefully before reaching a verdict.

Critical Reception

Testify was a critical and commercial success when it was first performed in
1906. The play was praised for its clever plot, its well-developed
characters, and its thought-provoking themes. Testify has continued to be
popular over the years, and it is still performed regularly today. The play



has been adapted into several films and television shows, and it has been
translated into dozens of languages.

Testify is a powerful and thought-provoking play that explores important
themes such as justice, truth, and the nature of reality. The play features a
cast of complex and well-developed characters, and its plot is full of twists
and turns. Testify is a classic of English literature, and it is a must-read for
anyone interested in theater or drama.
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