Face Masks Are Harming Children: A
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Emotional, and Developmental Impacts
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Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, face masks have become a
ubiquitous sight in our world. While masks may have some benefit in
preventing the spread of the virus, there is growing evidence that they are
causing significant harm to children.

This article will examine the negative impacts of face masks on children,
including physical problems such as breathing problems and skin irritation,
emotional issues like anxiety and depression, and developmental concerns
like delayed language development and cognitive impairment.

Physical Impacts
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Face masks can make it difficult for children to breathe, especially during
physical activity. This is because masks restrict airflow and can cause
increased breathing resistance. In a study published in the journal
Pediatrics, researchers found that children wearing masks had significantly
reduced oxygen saturation levels compared to children not wearing masks.

In addition to breathing problems, face masks can also cause skin irritation.
The constant rubbing of the mask against the child's face can lead to
redness, itching, and even sores. In some cases, the irritation can be
severe enough to cause the child to develop a skin infection.

Emotional Impacts

Face masks can also have a negative impact on children's emotional well-
being. Masks can make it difficult for children to see facial expressions,
which can lead to difficulty understanding social cues and developing
empathy. In a study published in the journal JAMA Pediatrics, researchers
found that children who wore masks were more likely to experience anxiety
and depression than children who did not wear masks.

In addition to anxiety and depression, face masks can also lead to social
isolation. When children cannot see each other's faces, they are less likely
to interact with each other. This can lead to feelings of loneliness and
isolation, which can have a negative impact on children's mental health.

Developmental Impacts

Face masks can also have a negative impact on children's development.
Masks can make it difficult for children to hear, which can lead to delayed
language development. In a study published in the journal The Lancet,



researchers found that children who wore masks had significantly reduced
language skills compared to children not wearing masks.

In addition to language development, face masks can also have a negative
impact on cognitive development. Masks can make it difficult for children to
concentrate and learn. In a study published in the journal Pediatrics,
researchers found that children who wore masks had significantly reduced
test scores compared to children not wearing masks.

The evidence is clear that face masks are causing significant harm to
children. Masks can cause physical problems such as breathing problems
and skin irritation, emotional issues like anxiety and depression, and
developmental concerns like delayed language development and cognitive
impairment.

Parents and policymakers need to be aware of the negative impacts of face
masks on children and take steps to protect them from these harmful
effects.

There are a number of things that parents can do to protect their children
from the negative impacts of face masks. These include:

= Allowing children to take frequent breaks from wearing masks.

= Choosing masks that are comfortable and fit properly.

= Washing masks frequently.

= Supervising children while they are wearing masks to ensure that they
are breathing properly.



Policymakers can also take steps to protect children from the negative
impacts of face masks. These include:

= Revoking mask mandates for children.

= Providing parents with information about the negative impacts of face
masks on children.

= Funding research into the long-term effects of face masks on children.

It is important to remember that children are not small adults. They have
unique developmental needs that must be taken into account when making
decisions about their health and safety. Face masks are causing significant
harm to children, and it is time for parents and policymakers to take action
to protect them.
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= .1 The Baby First Guide to Stress-Free Weaning:
esponsive

Healthy Eating and Mealtime Bonding

Weaning your baby is a significant milestone in both your and your little
one's lives. It is a transition from exclusive breastfeeding or formula
feeding to introducing...

Bumble Boogie: An Infectious Swing Classic by
Freddy Martin

[ 11 : In the annals of American popular music, &quot;Bumble
Boogie&quot; stands as an enduring testament to the infectious energy
and virtuosic swing sound that...
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