
An Anthology of Wyoming Writers: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Literary
Luminaries of the Cowboy State
Nestled amidst the towering peaks of the Rocky Mountains and the vast
expanse of the Great Plains, Wyoming has a rich and vibrant literary
heritage that has captivated readers for generations. From the rugged tales
of Owen Wister to the lyrical prose of Annie Proulx, Wyoming writers have
painted a vivid and unforgettable portrait of their beloved state.
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This anthology serves as a comprehensive guide to the literary luminaries
who have shaped Wyoming's literary landscape. Explore the lives and
works of these renowned authors, gain insights into their creative
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processes, and discover the captivating stories that have emerged from the
heart of the Cowboy State.

Owen Wister: The Father of Western Literature

Owen Wister (1860-1938) is widely regarded as the father of Western
literature. Born in Philadelphia, Wister first visited Wyoming in 1885 and
was immediately captivated by its rugged beauty and the spirit of its
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people. His experiences in the West inspired his most famous novel, The
Virginian (1902),which became a defining work of the Western genre.

The Virginian is an epic tale of love, adventure, and the clash of
civilizations on the Wyoming frontier. It tells the story of a mysterious
cowboy named The Virginian, who embodies the courage, independence,
and self-reliance that became synonymous with the Western hero.

Wister's novel was a critical and commercial success, and it helped to
establish Wyoming as a setting for literary exploration. His writing captured
the essence of the cowboy culture and the unique landscape of the state,
inspiring generations of writers to come.

Annie Proulx: The Pulitzer Prize-Winning Master of the American West
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Annie Proulx, an American author known for her novels and short stories set in the
American West, including Brokeback Mountain

Annie Proulx (born 1935) is one of the most acclaimed writers of the
American West. Born in Norwich, Connecticut, Proulx moved to Wyoming
in 1994, and the state's rugged beauty and rural lifestyle have had a
profound influence on her work.

Proulx's novel Brokeback Mountain (1997) is a heartbreaking and
unforgettable love story between two Wyoming cowboys. The novel was
later adapted into an Academy Award-winning film in 2005.

Proulx's other works set in Wyoming include the novel The Shipping News
(1993),which won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, and the short story
collection Bad Dirt (2004). Her writing is known for its vivid and evocative
descriptions of the Western landscape, its unflinching exploration of human
nature, and its deep empathy for the people who inhabit this rugged and
unforgiving land.

Dee Brown: The Historian of the American Indian



Dee Brown (1908-2002) was a pioneering historian of the American Indian.
Born in Louisiana, Brown spent much of his life in Wyoming, where he
developed a deep understanding of the history and culture of the Native
American tribes who lived there.

Brown's most famous work, Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee (1970),is a
powerful and moving account of the tragic history of Native Americans in
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the United States. The book traces the story of the Sioux people from their
early encounters with European settlers to their forced removal from their
ancestral lands and their eventual massacre at Wounded Knee Creek in
1890.

Brown's writing is characterized by its meticulous research, its vivid
storytelling, and its deep compassion for the Native American people. His
books have helped to raise awareness of the injustices that have been
inflicted upon Native Americans throughout history.

Ivan g: The Chronicler of Rural Wyoming



Ivan g, an American novelist known for his novels set in rural Montana and Wyoming,
including The Last Bus to Wisdom

Ivan g (1939-2015) was a beloved chronicler of rural Wyoming. Born in
Montana, g spent much of his life on the family ranch near White Sulphur
Springs, Wyoming. His experiences growing up in the West had a profound
influence on his writing.
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g's novels are known for their lyrical prose, their vivid descriptions of the
Western landscape, and their insightful exploration of rural life. His novel
The Last Bus to Wisdom (1981) is a poignant and humorous tale about a
group of elderly residents of a small Wyoming town who take a bus trip to
the state fair.

g's other works set in Wyoming include the novels Bucking the Sun (1986)
and The Whistling Season (2006). His writing has earned him numerous
awards, including the National Book Award for Fiction.

John McPhee: The Literary Geographer



John McPhee (born 1931) is a renowned literary geographer whose work
has helped to bridge the gap between science and the humanities. Born in
New Jersey, McPhee has written extensively about the geology,
environment, and exploration of the Wyoming landscape.

McPhee's book Annals of the Former World (1998) is a Pulitzer Prize-
winning masterpiece that explores the geological history of Wyoming. The
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book is a fascinating and accessible account of the forces that have
shaped the state's landscape over millions of years.

McPhee's other works set in Wyoming include the book Rising from the
Plains (1986),which tells the story of the construction of Interstate 80
through the state.

Terry Tempest Williams: The Ecologist and Spiritual Writer
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Terry Tempest Williams, an American writer known for her creative nonfiction books
on the natural world, including Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place

Terry Tempest Williams (born 1957) is an ecologist and spiritual writer
whose work has been deeply influenced by her experiences in Wyoming.
Born in Salt Lake City, Utah, Williams moved to Jackson Hole, Wyoming, in
1980.

Williams' writing explores the relationship between humans and the natural
world. Her book Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place (1991)
is a lyrical and moving memoir about her childhood in Utah and her
experiences living in the Wyoming wilderness.
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The Baby First Guide to Stress-Free Weaning:
Healthy Eating and Mealtime Bonding
Weaning your baby is a significant milestone in both your and your little
one's lives. It is a transition from exclusive breastfeeding or formula
feeding to introducing...

Bumble Boogie: An Infectious Swing Classic by
Freddy Martin
||| | |||||| : In the annals of American popular music, &quot;Bumble
Boogie&quot; stands as an enduring testament to the infectious energy
and virtuosic swing sound that...
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